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An Analytical and Genealogical Study of Shared Elements in the Works of Three
Female Painters: Nathalie Picault (France), Nasrin Khosravi (Iran), and Sherry Lee
Short (USA)

Nasibeh Sadeghnejad (Argbavan)*

Abstract:

Throughout history, women have often appeared as subjects of artistic representation rather
than as creators of art. However, in contemporary times, their role as art-makers has become
increasingly prominent. Painting, as a medium of emotional and intellectual expression,
provides female artists with a powerful tool to portray their inner worlds and social concerns.
This article adopts a semiotic approach to conduct an analytical and genealogical study of the
common elements in the works of three female painters from different cultural backgrounds:
Nathalie Picault (France), Nasrin Khosravi (Iran), and Sherry Lee Short (USA). The findings
reveal that a realist perspective on the condition of women in their respective societies
connects these artists. In Khosravi's works, women are symbols of love, kindness, and a
profound bond with nature, while simultaneously remaining engaged with cultural issues.
Picault projects her own introversion onto her female subjects, portraying women immersed
in sensual pleasures yet devoid of joy. Short, with a sociological lens, depicts the struggles of
conscious and resistant women. Despite their divergent perspectives, the themes of "love and
affection,” "sexual desire,” and "intellectual reflection” emerge as foundational elements

common to all three artists’

Keywords: Contemporary Painting, Female Artists, Semiotics, Cultural Origins, Nasrin

Khosravi, Nathalie Picoulet, Sherry Lee Short
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